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	 The	second	major	issue	debated	at	the	Yalta	Conference	was	the	destiny	of	the	Polish	state.			

The	Polish	nation	fluctuated	between	existence	and	partition	throughout	European	history.	After	World	

War	I,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	created	the	modern	Polish	state.	In	1939,	Germany	demanded	land	and	

economic	concessions	from	the	nation,	and	the	Polish	government	refused	to	concede	to	these	

demands.	On	March	31,	1939,	Poland	signed	an	agreement	with	Great	Britain	and	France	in	which	these	

nations	promised	to	provide	aid	to	Poland	if	attacked	by	Germany.	On	September	1,	1939,	Germany	

invaded	Poland	with	two	army	groups	while	stationing	the	German	navy	to	prevent	a	British	attack	from	

the	sea.1		Warsaw	was	surrounded	by	September	17,	and	after	heavy	bombing	raids,	surrendered	ten	

days	later.	

	 Poland	was	overrun	quickly,	“with	a	speed	that	astonished	the	rest	of	the	world.”2		The	Polish	

government	and	military	leaders	fled	to	France,	and	later	to	London.			Poland	remained	occupied	for	

most	of	the	war.	Soviet	troops	finally	took	control	of	Warsaw	in	January	1945.		Poland	was	largely	

“written	off	at	Yalta,”	despite	the	fact	that	it	fought	with	the	Allied	powers	in	exile.3	

	 The	representatives	at	the	Yalta	Conference	made	the	following	decision	regarding	the	Polish	

state:	

A	new	situation	has	been	created	in	Poland	as	a	result	of	her	complete	liberation	by	the	
Red	Army.	This	calls	for	the	establishment	of	a	Polish	Provisional	Government…which	is	
now	functioning	in	Poland	should	therefore	be	reorganized	on	a	broader	democratic	
basis	with	the	inclusion	of	democratic	leaders	from	Poland	itself	and	from	Poles	abroad.	
This	new	Government	should	then	be	called	the	Polish	Provisional	Government	of	
National	Unity.4	

	
As	World	War	II	began	to	shift	in	favor	of	the	Allies,	it	became	evident	that	several	questions		

																																																													
1	James	L.	Stokesbury,	A	Short	History	of	World	War	II	(New	York:	Harper,	1980),	69-71.	
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6.2.  Performance 
A performance is a dramatic portrayal of your historical argument, research, and interpretation of your topic’s 
significance in history.

B1. 

PERFORMANCE ELEMENTS

 X Your performance must be an original production and must be presented live.

 X Your performance must be scripted based on your research and should have dramatic appeal.

 X Your performance must conform to all general and category rules.

B2.

TIME REQUIREMENTS 

 X Performances may not exceed ten minutes in length. Timing starts at the beginning of the performance 
following the performance introduction (Rule B3, p. 26). 

 X You will be allowed five minutes to set up before your performance. 

 X You will have five minutes following your performance to remove props and to participate in an interview 
with the judges. 

NOTE: You should allow several empty seconds in your performance to account for unplanned 
pauses (e.g., audience reaction, forgotten lines).
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B3. 
PERFORMANCE INTRODUCTION

 X You must state only your title and name(s) before the start of your performance. 

B4. 

MEDIA DEVICES

 X Use of projection, mp3 players, computers, or other media within your performance is permitted. 

 X You must provide and run all equipment, including extension cords, and carry out any special lighting or 
sound effects. 

 X Only you and/or your group members may be involved in the production of any media included in your 
performance.

B5. 
SCRIPT AND INTERACTION

 X Scripts must not be given to judges or attached to your required written materials.

 X During your performance, you may not interact with or require participation by the audience.

B6.

COSTUMES AND PROPS 

 X You may have assistance in producing your costume or props, but the design, choice of fabrics, etc. must 
be your own. Or, you may buy or rent a costume. See Rule 10 (p. 16) for more information regarding 
reasonable help.

B7.

REQUIRED WRITTEN MATERIALS

 X Provide your required written materials for judging.

 X Bring additional copies to contests, as they may be needed.

 X Refer to your Contest Coordinator for submission instructions.

27JUNE 22 ,  2020 EDIT ION

6.3.  Documentary 
A documentary is an audio/visual presentation that uses multiple source types such as images, video, and sound 
to communicate your historical argument, research, and interpretation of your topic’s significance in history.

C1. 

DOCUMENTARY ELEMENTS  

 X Your documentary must be an original production.

 X To produce your documentary, you must have access to equipment and be able to operate it.

 X Your documentary must conform to all general and category rules.

C2.

TIME REQUIREMENTS 

 X Documentaries may not exceed ten minutes in length.

 X Timing of the documentary begins when the first visual image appears or the first sound is heard. Timing 
does not include time used to test sound or video.

 X Timing of the documentary ends when the last visual image or sound concludes, including source credits.

 X You will have up to five minutes to prepare your documentary for presentation, adjust volume, etc.

 X You will have five minutes following your documentary to remove your equipment and participate in an 
interview with the judges.




