
When doing historical research, tertiary sources like websites, encyclopedias, or textbooks can
be helpful for finding information. Case Study: Wikipedia

Pros of Using Wikipedia for initial research: Quick Overview of subject, broad understanding,
user-friendly format, external links and references.

Cons of using Wikipedia for initial research: Potential for inaccuracies, lack of depth, limited
academic credibility, lack of accountability for contributions. 
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Wikipedia can offer a useful starting point for initial
research, it is important for students to critically
evaluate the information, cross-reference it with

other sources, and consult more reliable and
authoritative sources for academic or 

scholarly work.
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Source Mining: Tertiary Sources



Source Mining: secondary Sources
When doing historical research, secondary sources like reference articles, history books,
biographies, etc. can be helpful for finding information. Case Study: Reference Articles

Pros of using reference articles for initial research: Comprehensive information, written
by experts, includes citations or sources, can provide context and analysis.

Cons of using reference articles for initial research: Limited scope or narrow focus,
accessibility and cost (if behind a pay wall), potential bias or point of view of the author,
articles can be lengthy and dense in writing format.

Reference articles can serve as valuable sources for
historical research, providing credible and in-depth

information. However, it is important to critically
evaluate the content, cross-reference with other

sources, and consider the limitations and potential
biases inherent in these articles.
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