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Wait ... 

What is a turning
point anyway?

hint : it’s about change



Details
Theme How to identify a

turning point: 
a moment when the
process of change shifts

direction 
pace

often signal the beginning
and end of a period



History is a complex mix of
continuity and change
When you see continuity, look
for hidden elements of
change. 
When you see change, look
for things that stayed the
same

Details
Theme continuity & change

The Historical Thinking Project, historicalthinking.ca



& change
Continuity

In 1947, Jackie
Robinson became
a rookie player for
the Dodgers,
breaking the color
line in professional
baseball.

Who decided to let Robinson play?

Who decided to let Robinson play?Was there lasting impact beyond
baseball? 

Who decided to let Robinson play?What about society stayed the same? 
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How did this decision change baseball?



Cause and Effect 

Turning points cause lasting
change

There might be many
different changes from
one turning point 

 Details
Theme Causation

The Historical Thinking Project, historicalthinking.ca



about 
causation

Make it In 1948, President Truman signed Executive Order
9981, desegregating the United States military. This
set a model for integration. 

By Executive Order--President Truman Wipes Out Segregation in
Armed Forces.Chicago Defender, July 31, 1948

Truman Orders End of Bias in Forces and Federal Jobs; Address
Congress Today. NY Times, July 27, 1948.

http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/09/0902001r.html
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/09/0902001r.html
http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/09/0902001r.html


what is known

Existing
Frontier
Historical 
Context

New “period” 

turning point
point of
no return



what is known

Existing
Frontier
Historical 
Context

Historical
Significance

turning point
Action
Event
Choice



What is
the theme
is asking
for?

Select a turning point
and  analyze how it

affected individuals,
communities, nations,

or the world. 



Connect!
Make It

What factors contributed

to the turning point?

How did the turning point

create change?

What were the immediate and

long-term consequences? 



Sometimes turning
points are the result
of a bold choice or

decision that creates
a decisive change. 

Were people harmed?

Did some people gain power?

Did everyone agree?

Were people treated fairly?

Make it about CHOICE.



Who decided to let Robinson play?

a choice!
Make it

In 1962, Rachel Carson
made the decision to
publish Silent Spring, which
focused on the dangers
caused by the chemical
DDT.

Silent Spring led to a ban
on DDT and aided in the
creation of the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency. 

What were the
conditions before
Carson published
Silent Spring?

How did Silent Spring represent a
change in the role of women in science? 

How did this
publication change
environmental
protection?
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Credit: Minnesota History Day, “Picking a Topic”



Perspective

Make it
about 

Who benefitted? Who was harmed? 

What were the new ideas?

What problems were solved
or created?

How did conditions change?

How were people imacted?



Who decided to let Robinson play?

Who decided to let Robinson play?

Who decided to let Robinson play?

Perspective

Make it
about

The newsie strike of
1899 was successful
in increasing the
wages of child
laborers. 

What prompted the need for a strike?

How did people react to the change?

How did this action change conditions?
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Credit: Minnesota History Day, “Picking a Topic”



Change!

Make it
about 

What was the point of no return?

What were the new ideas?

What problems were solved
or created?

How did conditions change?

What was the significant change?



Change!

Make it
about

As one of the first publicized instances of violence against
trans people, the Compton’s Cafeteria Riots sparked
awareness of mistreatment and the creation of a wide
network of support services for transgender people.

KQED



Matter!
Make it

Topic at least 20 years old

Evidence of permanent shifts

Resulted in either progress or
decline of relevant conditions

impact and change

Went beyond an idea/place



Matter!
Make it

60 Years Ago: President Kennedy Proposes Moon
Landing Goal in Speech to Congress. Nasa.gov

TURNING POINTS connect to the PERIOD
before and the PERIOD after.

What Is A Satellite? Nasa.gov

http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/09/0902001r.html


Yours!
Make It

Analyzing Turning Points 



Make it
the real deal

Topic

selection

reference

article

Narrowing Research 

Question



Resources!
Theme/Topic

Theme

narratives

Topic 

ideas

Graphic 

organizer

Webinar

Recording

Session Resources:

https://www.nhdca.org/make-it



questions
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