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Historical Significance



Roadmap
NHD

WE are Here:

Identify the theme (Turning Points in History)

Choose a Topic

Craft a Research Question

Primary & Secondary Source Research

Thesis Statement Construction

Deconstructing a Project
Historical Significance



Historical Significance?
So, what is

Definition: 
The principles behind the selection of what and who should be

remembered, researched, taught, and learned



Significant
Make it

How do historians determine
what is important to learn
about history? 

WHAT IS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE? 

Why are some events included
in a textbook or in a history
lesson, and some are not? 

Credit: Questions found in “Understanding Historical Significance,” U.C. Berkeley History/Social Science Project, Making History Modules

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sUy4eUjJyD4xiTDOB2OuxKhVyBPmyNfZURp4-mm__Rk/edit


Historical Significance
Two Components of 

RESULTING IN CHANGE

The event/development had deep
consequences, for many people, over a

long period of time.

REVEALING 
The event/development sheds light on  
issues in history and contemporary life

or was important at some stage in
history within the collective memory of

a group or groups.



What impact did the turning point have on society, the
economy, politics, the environment, etc.?

In what ways did this turning point influence or change
conditions beyond your topic?

THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN

What is the historical significance that can be seen in
current or recent events?



A Turning Point

Make it
Historical
Topic

Historical
Context

EvidenceHistorical
Significance



CONTEXT MAIN EVENT SIGNIFICANCE

1 2 3

CORE OF A TURNING POINT ARGUMENT

(resulted in)
(revealed)

(set the stage for)



Effects vs.Significance
What's the difference? 

Effects are the results or
impacts of different historical

events or developments

Significance indicates events
or developments that resulted

in great change or revealed
something about the past



Distinguish between short-term and long-term significance

Match your significance to your context

TIPs for incorporating SIGNIFICANCE

Support your analysis with evidence

Be specific!



Historical
Significance

Identifying Analyzing Past Projects
We will show you an excerpt from a
past project
You will use emojis to vote on which
historical thinking skill you think the
excerpt represents 
We will reveal how judges interpreted
the excerpt of the project



Historical Context
Thesis
Primary Sources
Connection to Theme
Multiple Perspectives

engage with emojis! 

Historical Significance

On the toolbar,
click the

Reactions
button.



Analysis of Past Projects 

Project Excerpt
React with Emojis 

Historical Context
Thesis
Primary Sources
Connection to Theme
Multiple Perspectives
Historical Significance
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Historically
Significant

Make it Establish relevance of the topic to the
historical record. 

Demonstrate a significant legacy of the
topic and make broad connections.

Demonstrate how an event, person or
development is significant either by showing
how it is embedded in a larger, meaningful
narrative OR by showing how it sheds light on
an enduring or emerging issue.



questions
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