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WE ARE HERE:

Identlfg the theme (Turning Points in History)

- Choose a Topic

Craft a Research Question

Pr‘lmar‘g & Secondary Source Research
TheS|s Statement Construction

Deconstructlng a Project
Historical Significance




So, what is
Historical § cﬂmﬂwuws ' 4
M %

Definition:
The principles behind the selection of what and who should be
remembered, researched, taught, and learned




WHAT IS RISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE?

® How do historians determine
what is important to learn

Make it about history?

S‘ﬂ | Why are some events included

in a textbook or in a history
lesson, and some are not?

Credit: Questions found in “Understanding Historical Significance,” U.C. Berkeley History/Social Science Project, Making History Modules



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sUy4eUjJyD4xiTDOB2OuxKhVyBPmyNfZURp4-mm__Rk/edit

Two Components of
Historical S«ﬁmﬂmnw
)

% RESULTING IN CHANGE REVEALING
The event/development sheds light on
The event/development had deep issues in history and contemporary life
consequences, for many people, over a or was important at some stage in
long period of time. history within the collective memory of

a group or groups.



THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN

® What impact did the turning point have on society, the
economy, politics, the environment, etc.?

In what ways did this turning point influence or change
conditions beyond your topic?

® What s the historical significance that canbe seenin
current orrecent events?



;4 Twrning Point Historical
—427"—‘31_; Context




CORE OF A TURNING POINT ARGUMENT

CONTEXT MAIN EVENT SIGNIFICANCE



What's the difference?

Eﬁﬂw‘s vs&ﬂmﬂcanw
N K

Significance indicates events
or developments that resulted
in great change or revealed
something about the past

Effects are the results or
impacts of different historical
events or developments



TIPS FOR INCORPORATING SIGNIFICANCE

® Distinguish between short-term and long-term significance
Match your significance to your context
® Be specific!

Support your analysis with evidence



ldentifying
Historical
—

Analyzing Past Projects

« We will show you an excerpt froma
past project

» You will use emojis to vote on which
historical thinking skill you think the
excerpt represents

« We will reveal how judges interpreted
the excerpt of the project




ENGAGE WITH EMOJIS!
Historical Context

Thesis On the toolbar,

: click the

@ Primary Sources Reactions
23 Connection to Theme outton.

'« Multiple Perspectives
#: Historical Signiticance



... Analysis of Past Projects

*

during WWII remained in the domestic sphere, their

Project Excerpt .

React with Emojis

Although some of the tasks Girl Scouts conducted

\\\l/’ [ ] [ ]
service ultimately forged a new frontier for female :\\ HIStOPIC&| ConteXt

inclusivity in the workforce and shifted pre-war ‘:TheS|S
ideologies towards a future of independent women. =

Both the Wing and Mariner Scout divisions trained 'Pmmary SOUPCGS

seafaring, pioneering employment for women. Moreover, éCOnneCtlon to Theme
the Girl Scout values emphasized patriotism and work ' Multlple Perspectlves

regardless of sex, empowering a new generation of

girls and challenging the gender norms of the time. b—%- H|S‘tor‘|Cal S|gn|f|0ance

girls in the male-dominated fields of aviation and




... Analysis of Past Projects

*

Project Excerpt “))
React with Emojis

Before WWII, women often observed a subservient role
and were not encouraged to work because of their

alleged inferiority. . "Historical Context
Thesis

The Girl Scouts were founded with patriotic values in 'Prlmarg SOUPCGS

mind, and girls were trained to serve their community

and country. This mindset was channeled into the vast /:,—‘-‘\ COnneCt|On to Theme

amount of aid they conducted and their integration of

female importance into the war effort. .0. MU|t|p|e PerspeCtWGS
& Historical Significance




... Analysis of Past Projects

Project Excerpt “))
React with Emojis

*

"Girl Scout membership in the US reached an "all-
time high" in 1941, according to the annual report

of the national organization. Total active §\\’H|Stor‘|cal Context
membership was 670,747, an increase of 37, 541 over Th@SlS
=

1940. This included 29,362 troops in 6,565

communities in the US." 'Pﬂmar‘g SOUPCGS

—The New York Times, March 1942

22 Connection to Theme
w Multiple Perspectives
& Historical Significance



... Analysis of Past Projects

* Project Excerpt ﬂ))
React with Emojis

During WWII, the US government sent
127,000+ Japanese-Americans to internment ‘ ' Histor‘ical Context
camps for alleged espionage. Many prisoners : Thesis
died in these camps due to false
accusations. Camp Girl Scout troops were 'Pr‘imar‘g Sources
established to occupy the children. @Connection to Theme

w Multiple Perspectives
& Historical Significance



... Analysis of Past Projects

*

Project Excerpt ﬂ))
React with Emojis

The Girl Scouts did not stop pushing for equality

after WWII, participating in desegregation, "'Histor‘i()a| Context

Vietnam War relief, and environmental activism. _rh .
esSIS

@ Primary Sources

22 Connection to Theme
v Multiple Perspectives
& Historical Significance




... Analysis of Past Projects

*

David Pesonen’s leadership in the Baitle for Bodega Head led to an improbable

victory over PG&E in 1963 that changed the course of nuclear power on the California 4 H| Sto mcal Context
coast. Although victory at Bodega did not prevent all nuclear projects in California, 2

Pesonen’s battle became the modelfor grassroots protest against government agencies The SI S

Project Excerpt .

React with Emojis

and vutilities. Ultimately, Pesonen’s leadership established an important foundation
for participatory democracy in California, as it profoundly shaped the emerging

environmental movement, exposed issues of earthquake safety in the 'Pmmar‘g Sour‘ces

nuclear industry, and reflected the changing role of citizens in governmental decisions.

22 Connection to Theme
w Multiple Perspectives
& Historical Significance



... Analysis of Past Projects

Project Excerpt .

React with Emojis

Leadership in Action

Even though Pesonen'’s ultimate goal was to conserve Bodgea Head, he knew public safety
was the issue that would defeat PG&E. Pesonen’s strategy of citizen protest, legal intervention,

and negative publicity combined to defeat the largest public utility in the country. )

— - “Historical Context

°
“Using the food-chain argument from o “David launched a recall — I | l eS I S
Silent Spring, we warned that cows o election against %upem:ar . ¢
nearby Bodega could ingest radio- | Nin Guidotti. The ‘Nin-haters E

active contamination from the grass.” collected signatures and
T held protests at meetings.”

. = °
“Joel Hedgpeth published In Contempt o3
of Progress, a volume of poems against . r‘ I | I I ar O u rces

i SENDAE JET N, P - P T T

. ; °
“Karl Kortum used his . .= “It was the start of people F:::;:‘c?%d;ge,glg‘fzhr:;:]cﬁ:;:: ::: " L o oo a2
influence at the SF - | participating in democracy. 4 A
Chronicle to aet leHers i a o politicians in San Francisco - -
g ; Pesonen was marvelous at d Barknlev§ t publi "
and articles published.” _ | mobilizing us.” and Berkeley fo get publicity. . .
° °
y Multlple Perspectwes
° ° ° ° °
: Historical Significance

77

“| wanted my land to go to the state
parks and to a marine lab. Those
PGA&E boys told me they'd take my .
' land anyway.” - . : WARNING! -
ol Birurntinzn $5 or bl B30
Bomen s e Badegs Mesd oa Masmasil Duy, 1963
ULl o o bl 0 meciess sepii plies 0 iy apes aless b tha sl

“Those balloons came e L A T
down all over the Bay Area. Finavn e an rera i o
We got a lot of exposure —
from the balloon stunt.” ]

Dorin Tioosn, irterdes

“Don't forget the importance of Jean Kortum. David
realized he needed her political connections to
get the attention of Secretary Udall.”




... Analysis of Past Projects

Project Excerpt .

React with Emojis

Participatory Democracy

As the gap closed between the experts and the people, access to information
increased. People began to expect and demand the privilege and the responsibility

- . “Historical Context
- Thesis
@ Primary Sources

“It was people wanting participatory democracy, wanting a

say in decisions and wanting an end fo arbitrary decisions L
“At Diablo, organizers studied what worked at Bodega. They
made by elected officials. Whether someone was a student
¥ targeted PG&E and the scientists on all levels - mass profest,

of an allegedly impersonal university or a citizen of a rural . ( : °
community, an unresponsive government offended shared legalintervention. exper'l'ffflims:.\;_ af 2 O n n e Ctl O n to Th e m e

values.”

Do, oo, inkeeview

“The emergence of an active, outspoken public has had enormous implications for Sonoma County and beyond. These issues

Lt iy 5'0"'::"“7‘3?: el e T S X Multi o le Pers pective S
& Historical Significance

SONOMA COUNTY

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION Nationa! Seashors
AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT Caitorrie




... Analysis of Past Projects

Project Excerpt .

React with Emojis

Nuclear Power

Seismic safety became an issue for all nuclear power plants. The battle for
Bodega Head exposed issues about nuclear policies and public safety.

’
“Friends of the Earth embraced
A.E.C. ls Pondering Decision the anti-nuclear limited growth

= : “Historical Context

°
mraril | e e - - ~| and conscience. The outcome
AN oe_x ] cMebaite o (habko Canyon — eS I S
¥, e : - " was to help curtail nuclear E

.“///

power development in the

United States.”
' °
@ Primary Sources
“Today, there is only one active - f
disaster at Fukushima,
nuclear power plufﬂ on the coast here's been a lot of speculating °
of Calfomia, and I've had a pari bout U.S. nuclear reactor sites at / \
in the defeat or closure of three of = Et] -
risk for a major earthquake.
Dot P dn I drvere leK Hm m
° °
7 Multlple Perspectlves

: Historical Significance
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Fukushima
Daiichi

13 Huciear Reguiaiony Cormmis

“The recent closure of the San Onofre plant protects the almost 10
million people who live nearby from the possibility of a tsunami-
earthquake similar o the one in Japan.”




- Establish relevance of the topic to the
historical record.

- Demonstrate a significant legacy of the
topic and make broad connections.

- Demonstrate how an event, personor
development is significant either by showing
how it is embedded in a larger, meaningful
narrative OR by showing how it sheds light on
an enduring or emerging issue.




QUESTIONS
/- 2,




